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Northeast Texas Chapter 416 of the Air and Space Forces Association 
recognized four of its long-standing Community Partners at its April 25, 
2026, Recognize & Inspire Event, held at the Oaks Country Club, in 
Greenville, TX.  The Texas Medal of Freedom is given to recognize 
outstanding support to the Texas AFA and Chapters efforts.  
Office Solutions, Greenville, TX: Bob and Gloria Jordan (Top photo: Gloria 
with Terry Thomas, VP Community Partners) have over 20-years of 
dedicated support to the chapter. They consistently contribute to events 
making a positive impact on our communities! 
Best Western Plus, Greenville, TX: Rhonda Hinchey (Middle photo) for 
stellar support through ownership changes over the past 17-years and 
generously provided discounted/complimentary services for chapter. 
Insurance Group of North Texas: Debbie Sickels (Bottom photo) has been a 
staunch supporter for over 20-years. She plays in our annual Golf Thing, 
supports our Auction, and leads others to support the organization’s efforts. 
Coker Mathews Funeral Home: Butch Mitchell (Bottom, unable to make 
event) has nearly 20-years of support to the chapter and steadfast support 
and compassionate service to veterans and the community. He cares about 
veterans and shows it with his consistent support to AFA! 
 

Read more about them and our Recognize & Inspire Event here. 

Northeast Texas Recognized by AFA Texas and AFA National 
 
The chapter has been recognized by AFA Texas for the following:  TSgt Carlos Hernandez received 
Texas NCO of the Year and MOF, Helene Hernandez – MOF, Chad Chaffee – MOF, and the 344th 
Recruiting Squadron – Military Org of Year.  
 
AFA National also bestowed the following for Chapter 416 for outstanding accomplishments: 
Aerospace Education Excellence – Large Chapter, Community Partner Gold Award, ESA AIMS – 
Large Chapter, ESA Community Partners – Large Chapter, Jack Gross Award – Large Chapter, and  

Vance Clarke will receive a Chairmans’ Citation for work on AIMS. 
 

To continue such awesome outcomes, we need more people to help with programs! 
 

We Need help! We would love to get more people in other areas to help. Reach out! 
Challenge: I seldom get feedback on our newsletter – send me a note! 

A lot can be done virtually! [TX416.Northeast.Treasurer@afa.org / 903-274-9981, V. Clarke] 

Chapter Officers In This Issue Page 
President Zach Hill, MSgt USAF Calendar & Help Request 2 
Vice President Richard Holsinger President/Inspire Military Svc 3 
Treasurer Vance Clarke Recognition, Scholarships, + 4 
Secretary Chad Chaffee Thanks Community Partners 6&7 

https://www.netxafa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Rec-and-Inspire-Event-2026-Handout-Final-V2.pdf
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AFA416 is always Seeking Volunteers 
What do we need? We need people who can give 
a few hours a month or quarter to help produce 
certain products. We do not need you to attend 
a lot of meetings – we are doing more on the 
phone, online, and in other ways. See if you can 
find a bit of time and effort to give us to help keep 
us strong. (Call 903-274-9981 for info!) 
 
Program Help: We need help making our efforts 
run smoothly. Please, if you or someone you 
know is interested, contact us. We need you! 
We are looking for people to come alongside 
and join us in our work. 
 
STEM Support: We provide numerous donations 
each year to support school Science Technology 
Engineering and Math efforts. We need 
men/women interested in visiting some of these 
activities to take pictures, show interest, and to 
show we care about the efforts we support. Your 
time can be given once or many times as you 
desire to make ‘your’ difference. 
 
Executive Committee Advisors/Members: We 
need someone to manage our scholarship 
efforts. To help with oversight of our 
membership database. To give assistance to our 
Awards program. To give aid to Community 
Partner seeking and management. We need 
people in new communities to help us expand 
our programs, our support, and our impact. 
 
 

Please, let us know! We are sure there is 
something you can do if you are willing. 

Give it a try! 
We know we need you, and you will find joy! 

 
We need many hands to make the 
workload lighter for each of us. If 
you desire to help, let us know! 

TX416.Northeast.Treasurer@afa.org 
or call us at 903-274-9981. 

  

Calendar 

2026 

August 12: Chapter Meeting 

September 9: Chapter Meeting 
11-13: AFA Natl Convention  

October 3: Golf Tournament-Webb Hill 
14: Chapter Meeting 

November 
11: (T) TAMU-C Veterans Vigil 
11: Greenville HS Vets Day 
18: Chapter Meeting  

December 16: Chapter Meeting 

2027 
January 20: Chapter Meeting 

February 17: Chapter Meeting 

March 17: Chapter Meeting 
TBD: Spring Thing Rec & Inspire 

April 21: Chapter Meeting  

May 19: Chapter Meeting 
TBD: AFA Support & Inspire Golf  

June 16: Chapter Meeting 

July 21: Chapter Meeting 
* Meeting schedule is subject to change to best meet 

needs of day/night meetings. Please look for e-mails or call 
903-274-9981. Check for most current info: 

https://www.netxafa.org/events/ 

 
If you have not given lately, or not sure if 
you are eligible, recommend you check. 

Requirements have changed; maybe you can! 
 

1-800-366-2834 
www.carterbloodcare.org 

mailto:TX416.Northeast.Treasurer@afa.org
https://www.netxafa.org/events/
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President’s 
Ponderings 

MSgt Zach Hill 
AFA Chapter 416 

members and those 
reading these 

“ponderings” –  
Greetings! 

 
This was an awesome two-quarters, as all are 

in Chapter 416. Our team continues to excel and 
make a difference in our local communities, and 
some that ripple to aid our nations and “big 
AFA’s” efforts of enhancing our industrial base 
to improve our nation’s defense. 

We cannot do our Science, Technology, 
Engineering, & Math (STEM) programs without 
steady funding to aid our educators, Civil Air 
Patrol (an Auxiliary of the Air Force), and inspire 
military service efforts. Our donors and 
community partners all make this possible. 

On May 15, 2026, we held our Support & 
Inspire Golf Tournament at Woodbridge Golf 
Course in Wiley, TX. We had 144 players – a full 
course – and raised over $4,000 to focus on our 
support of military units, members, and 
recruiters. You will see that we supported the 
344th Recruiting Squadron as well as raised funds 
to support the 645th Aeronautical Engineering 
Support Squadron as well this fall. 

We gave out $10,500 to Essay Contest 
recipients – 13 students from 7 different schools 
in the local area. See the entire list and photos. 
Congressman Keith Self, and Judge Travis 
Ransom (Cass County) attended the event and 
were key speakers. We also gave out Civil Air 
Patrol, Cadet of the year, and Teacher of the Year 
recognition, as well as Texas Medals of Freedom 
to four of our Community Partners. 

You can keep up with us on our website and 
see news stories we are posting here. 

Our team is working hard.  We could use your 
help. See our events page and come join us. 

Thank you to all who have made such a 
positive impact on our AFA and communities! 

  
Zach Hill  
TX416.Northeast.President@afa.org 

 
‘Inspire Military Service’ 

 
 Northeast Texas is working to inspire military 
service in many ways. One key way is by 
providing support to our active duty military. The 
other, to local recruiters, schools, and community 
members. All of it takes effort and some funding. 
 In January, we partnered with the Sam 
Johnson chapter and provided $1,500 to help 
support the 344th Recruiting Squadron, Health 
Morale and Welfare to support their quarterly 
events. This came from funds from both chapters 
and aa AFA National, United Forces & Family 
grant. Read more at: Two AFA Chapters Partner 
to Support 344th Recruiting Squadron - Air & 
Space Forces Association 
 We also reached out to the local Air Force 
Reserves recruiting unit and had them participate 
in a CyberPatriot event in Rockwall with us. 
Their commander, Maj Allie Zillweger, attended 
and talked with students and educators during the 
event. Read more at: Northeast Texas Chapter 
Expands Outreach with Air Force Reserve - Air 
& Space Forces Association 
 If you would like to see a Basic Military 
Training (BMT) graduation in San Antonio, and 
help with AFA you can! The AFA Alamo 
Chapter host via their Military Family Advocates 
– BMT (MFA-BMT) and you could help. Learn 
more at Volunteers - AlamoAFA 
 We ask you all to talk about your military 
experience – Tell Your Story. We all have one, 
even it it is just that military service is a viable 
option for many of our youth today!  

Feel like you might want to help or learn how 
to inspire military service? QR and links read 
more at Join AFA AIMS and Help Inspire 
Military Service - Air & Space Forces 
Association 

 
https://www.netxafa.org/inspire-military-service/ 
Inspire Military Service - North East Texas AFA  

https://www.netxafa.org/grants-scholarships/#scholarships
https://www.netxafa.org/news/
https://www.netxafa.org/events/
mailto:TX416.Northeast.President@afa.org
https://www.afa.org/two-afa-chapters-partner-to-support-344th-recruiting-squadron/
https://www.afa.org/two-afa-chapters-partner-to-support-344th-recruiting-squadron/
https://www.afa.org/two-afa-chapters-partner-to-support-344th-recruiting-squadron/
https://www.afa.org/northeast-texas-chapter-expands-outreach-with-air-force-reserve/
https://www.afa.org/northeast-texas-chapter-expands-outreach-with-air-force-reserve/
https://www.afa.org/northeast-texas-chapter-expands-outreach-with-air-force-reserve/
https://www.alamoafa.org/volunteers
https://www.afa.org/join-afa-aims-and-help-inspire-military-service/
https://www.afa.org/join-afa-aims-and-help-inspire-military-service/
https://www.afa.org/join-afa-aims-and-help-inspire-military-service/
https://www.netxafa.org/inspire-military-service/
https://www.netxafa.org/inspire-military-service/
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Commerce High School Scholarship 
Lt Col Larry Ratliff Family 

On 5 May 2026, two scholarships were given 
out in the name of Lt Col Larry Ratliff. Both 
Madeline Kilgore and Emma Gossett were 
selected for $1,000 scholarships each. The 
Ratliff family has donated to award this 
scholarship and this year the chapter matched 
and awarded two scholarships. We will 
highlight Emma Gosset (Rt below) in our next 
newsletter. 
 

 
 
Madeline Kilgore: (left above) is an 
incoming student at East Texas A&M 
University pursuing a degree in Agricultural 
Education. During high school, she balanced 
rigorous academics with leadership and 
agricultural involvement, earning 
approximately 40 college credit hours 
through the Pride Prep partnership with East 
Texas A&M while serving as FFA 
President, National Honor Society Vice 
President, and Texas Bluebonnet Girls State 
Agriculture Commissioner. Through her 
experiences raising market swine, working, 
and leading within her school and 
community, she developed a strong work 
ethic and passion for agricultural education. 
At East Texas A&M, she plans to prepare 
for a career as an agriculture teacher, where 
she hopes to inspire the next generation, 
advocate for the future of agriculture, and 
encourage more young people, especially 
young women, to pursue opportunities in the 
agricultural industry. 

Recognition & Inspire Event  
April 25, 2026 

Northeast Texas was blessed to have 
Congressman Keith Self (TX-03), Judge Travis 
Ransom (Cass County), and numerous 
Community Partners. Educators, family 
members, students and Civil Air Patrol (CAP) 
cadets present at thehang event where they gave 
out $10,500 in scholarships, $600 to CAP Cadets 
of the Year, and $1,750 to the Teacher of the year. 
Several key programs briefed those present on the 
impact AFA416 makes on their programs. 

Special thanks to MSgt Jacob Grengs, 645th 
Aeronautical Engineering Systems Squadron for 
being our event emcee. 
President Zach Hill opened 
the event from his 
temporary duty location. 

Students from seven different schools 
received scholarship ranging from $500-$2000. 
See a complete list of student recipients here. 
Julia Garcia-Ricker from Sulphur Springs took 
first place, with Zahra Tapia from Paris second, 
and Mary O’Neal from Simms third. Eight 
additional $500 scholarships were given. 

Cadet of the Year honors went to Rockwall 
C/1stLt Jackson Landers, Sulphur Springs C/2nd 
Lt Lydia Breidenthal, and C/TSgt Sienna 
Brennan. Ribbons and awards were given to each 
even though all could not be present. 

 Teacher of the Year honors went to Mr. Joel 
Pitts, Greenville Early College High School. 
Pitts, an Army veteran, teaches engineering 
classes and works certifications for numerous 
STEM-based careers. He also leads the Lions 
Solar Car efforts that took the team to Australia 
in 2025. 

Presentations from the Greenville Solar Car 
team, the Greenville Christian School Rocket 
Launch, the Hughes Non-Profit Library, and 
Student Scientist, Mandy Eckhardt were given to 
showcase programs supported by the chapter. 

See a full program handout here. 
See AFA in Action Story of Event 

 
[See more at QR code or 
www.netxafa.org. Look in Grants, News, 
and Program areas for videos, photos, 
and more on our recognized cadets, 
teachers, and students awarded 
scholarships.]    

https://www.netxafa.org/grants-scholarships/#scholarships
https://www.netxafa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Rec-and-Inspire-Event-2026-Handout-Final-V2-1.pdf
https://www.afa.org/afa-awards-excellence-in-texas-students-educators-and-community-partners/
http://www.netxafa.org/
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Civil Air Patrol (CAP) 
Lakeshore Composite Squadron 

TX-354 Website 
 

 
Our color guard served during the 

Memorial Day ceremony at Rest Haven 
Funeral Home, Rockwall along with the 
Terry Fisher American Legion Post 117. 
Pictured to the right, the color guard 
performed a 13-folds ceremony while the 
American Legion recited the poem. Our unit 
has supported this event for the last 30+ 
years. It is an outstanding opportunity for us 
to honor the fallen and support our 
community. 

In addition to the Memorial Day event, 
we completed: 

• 9 orientation flights 
• 30 cadet promotions 
• 2 adult promotions 
• 3 operation qualifications 

 
Sulphur Spring Squadron 

TX-450 Website 
 

The squadron AFA Cadet of 
the Year, joining in 2023, 
Cadet 2dLt Lydia Breidenthal. 
She has become a classic 
representation of CAP’s Core 
values. Over the past year, she 
has shown integrity, 

excellence and respect to others in the way 
she fills all of her positions, in our squadron 
and staffing events around the country. She 
served as Wing Powered Flight Academy, 
Cadet Commander and squadron Flight 
Commander. All of this while she completed 

her Private Pilot’s License, in April, as part 
of Civil Air Patrol’s Wings Scholarship 
Program. Her plans are to attend 
LeTourneau University for a degree in 
Aviation Management (Homeland Security) 
with a minor to become a Certified Flight 
Instructor. See full write-up here. 

 
Majors Composite Sq, Greenville, TX-645 

TX645 Website 
   The squadron has been very busy, with 
great success, and still a lot of work ahead. 
Big news is that the new flight simulator 

was purchased, set up, and is operational! 
The unit provides enhanced capability to the 
unit and provides training capability 
equivalent to being in an airplane generating 
cost avoidance for the unit. It also provides 
an all-weather capability to the unit as well. 
Read about the grand opening here. 
   Special thanks to the squadron for 

partnering with 
Greenville Christian 
School for their 
annual rocket launch 
in April 2026. The 
cadet and senior 
mentor support make 
a big difference in 
community. We love 
this partnership and 

are glad to see the school and CAP working 
together. See the full TX645 report here! 
 

Expanding Our CAP Reach! 
We are working in Longview and Tyler, TX 
as well thanks to Don Tharp, one of our 
chapter members. The TX085 and TX089 
squadrons are great. Read about our work!  

https://lakeshore.cap.gov/
https://sulphursprings.cap.gov/
https://www.netxafa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Rec-and-Inspire-Event-2026-Handout-Final-V2-1.pdf
https://tx645.cap.gov/
https://www.afa.org/afa-chapter-416-donates-flight-simulator-to-cap-squadron-in-northeast-texas/
https://tx645.cap.gov/media/cms/2Q2026_AFA_Report_1_66AA4A98F57B9.pdf
https://www.afa.org/afa-expands-impact-across-northeast-texas-through-local-engagement/
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Community  
Partners & Sponsors  

 
We cannot do what we do without our 

Community Partners, donors, and those that 
support our fundraising efforts. Every 
donation makes a difference in our 
community and adds to our nations efforts to 
enhance our industrial base and our defense. 

All these contributors make a difference. 
We have over 80 Community Partners – see 
list on next page. 

If you want to help, contact us! 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Golf Tournament Fundraiser 
Webb Hill CC 

 
We are hosting our 36th 

annual event at Webb Hill 
Country Club. We are 
excited to partner with Scott 
Holey on the event and know 
that Terry Thomas and his 
team of community and AFA 
supporters will make it another great event! 

We continue to be blessed with staunch 
supporters and look forward to the Oct 3, 
2026, event.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

New in 2027 
Scholarship Opportunity 

Northeast Texas AFA Chapter 416 
(AFA416) is establishing scholarship 
opportunities to help students, military, and 
Civil Air Patrol (CAP) cadets, with technical, 
vocational, and college training programs 
that help fill critical industrial workforce 
needs. We are working to update our website 
and work with organizations on application 
processes. Look for more soon!  
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AFA 416 Community Partners 
Alliance Bank, Greenville 
Alltam’s Building Plus LLC 
American National Bank, Greenville 
Animal Medical Center, Greenville 
Atmos Energy Corporation, Greenville  
Bakers Ribs, Greenville 
Bartlett & West 
Beasley, Russell CPA 
Ben E. Keith 
Best Western Plus – Greenville 
Blackjack Disposal, Greenville 
Boles Independent School District 
Brass Rail 
Britain Chevrolet 
Bud & Jeanie Kerner Enterprise 
Carroll Square Properties 
Cass County Judge’s Office – Travis Ransom 
Checkmate Embroidery, Rockwall 
Coker-Mathews Funeral Home 
Commerce Funeral Home 
Commerce Independent School District 
Crew Cut Lawns 
Crumpton TV Video 
Cunningham & Associates 
Curis Functional Health (TJ Goss) 
D. Earls Tax Service 
Danny Keene Enterprises, LP 
East Texas A&M University - Commerce 
Edward Jones – Bill Miller 
Enterprise Plumbing 
Eyecare of Rockwall 
Family First Home Health 
Farmers Electric Cooperative (FEC) 
Flight of the Phoenix Aviation Museum 
Gentle Dental 
Gibson Automotive 
Glenda’s Deli Café & Catering 
Greenville Christian School 
Greenville Daybreak Rotary 
Greenville Electric Utility Systems (GEUS) 
Greenville Floral & Gifts 
Greenville Independent School District 
Greenville Municipal Airport 
 

Greenville Trophies & Awards 
HIC Hospitality Inc. 
Holiday Inn Express, Greenville 
Hughes Springs Area Foundation 
Hunt Regional Medical Center 
Innovation First International 
Insurance Group of North Texas 
J. Russel Armstrong Aviation 
Jerry J Ransom Properties 
Key Elements Media (Rockwall) 
Kincy Abstract Sabine Title 
L.D. Enterprises 
L3Harris Technologies, Greenville 
Leinart Construction 
Lime Printing and Digital LLC 
Lone Oak Independent School District 
Mendenhall Partners  
Mercer Advisors – A. Apodoca, J. Mazzei 
Morgan & Gotcher Law Office 
Murray – Feuille Trust 
Oaks Country Club, Greenville 
Office Solutions 
Raiders Design Inc. 
Sander’s Barber Shop 
Savage Precision Fabrication 
SERVPRO / North East Collin County, Greenville 
Shenaniganz – Greenville & Rockwall 
Sickle’s Roofing and Construction 
Southern Eyecare 
Splash Kingdom Water Parks 
Stone Street Dental  
Sulphur Springs Independent School District 
Texas Alarm Pros 
The Tarpley Agencies 
Tim Drake Jewelers 
Tiny Teeth Greenville 
Tom Cruise Enterprises 
Total Turf Solutions – Brad Cardwell 
Turtle Creek Financial – Roxanne Turner 
UHU Technologies 
Webb Hill Country Club 
Wildcatter Companies 
World Wide Lan Tec, Inc. 
Wright Park Municipal Golf Course 
 

Want to help? Call us at 903-274-9981 Or email TX416.Northeast.Treasurer@afa.org 
Thank You Community Partners!  

mailto:TX416.Northeast.Treasurer@afa.org
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Turtle Creek Financial Group  
Roxanne Turner 

 

Family First 
Home Health  

 

Webb Hill Country Club 
Scott Holey – Owner & GM 

 
 

 
Want to be an AFA Chapter 416 Community Partner? 

Contact us at TX416.Northeast.Treasurer@afa.org 
You will be making a difference! 

 
 

NORTHEAST TEXAS CHAPTER 416 
Air & Space Force Association 
8012 Old Mill Road 
Greenville, TX 75402 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
View this newsletter and more AFA416 News! 
www.netxafa.org/news 

LEGAL STUFF: The NORTHEAST FLYER is published by: Northeast Texas Chapter 416 of 
the Air & Space Forces Association, 8012 Old Mill Road, Greenville, TX 75402. Chapter 
hotline 903-274-9981 or TX416.Northeast.President@afa.org. AFA is a nonprofit organization. 
Chapter President: Zach Hill. Please address correspondence to the Northeast Texas Chapter, 
including comments on the NORTHEAST FLYER to the address above. 

mailto:TX416.Northeast.Treasurer@afa.org

